
CITY	  OF	  PLAINFIELD	  
CITY	  COUNCIL	  MEETING	  

June	  14,	  2016	  
 
Invocation	  for	  the	  Plainfield	  City	  Council	  meeting	  was	  given	  by	  Tom	  Geise	  and	  the	  Pledge	  of	  Allegiance	  was	  

also	  led	  by	  Geise.	  
	   The	  Plainfield	  City	  Council	  met	  in	  regular	  monthly	  session	  on	  June	  14,	  2016	  in	  the	  Council	  Chambers	  of	  City	  
Hall	  at	  7:00pm	  with	  Mayor	  Tom	  Geise	  presiding	  and	  Council	  Members	  Clyde	  Balvanz,	  Jamie	  Downing,	  Blake	  
Franzen	  and	  David	  Lehman	  present.	  	  Council	  Member	  Joe	  Schmall	  was	  absent.	  	  	  The	  following	  department	  heads	  
were	  in	  attendance:	  Brittney	  Lentz,	  City	  Clerk/Treasurer,	  Tom	  Poppe,	  Fire	  Chief	  and	  Andy	  Luck,	  Maintenance	  
Supervisor.	  	  Brett	  Smith,	  Plainfield	  Days	  Committee	  President	  and	  George	  and	  Charlotte	  Stevens	  were	  also	  present.	  

Motion	  by	  Balvanz,	  seconded	  by	  Franzen	  to	  approve	  the	  agenda.	  	  Ayes:	  All.	  	  Motion	  carried.	  	  
Lehman	  spoke	  on	  behalf	  of	  concerned	  citizens	  on	  West	  Street.	  	  They	  were	  worried	  about	  the	  DOT	  cleaning	  

the	  culvert	  west	  of	  Plainfield	  and	  how	  that	  would	  affect	  the	  water	  issues	  on	  that	  side	  of	  town.	  	  Mayor	  Geise	  
explained	  that	  the	  DOT	  removed	  built-‐up	  dirt/debris	  so	  the	  culvert	  would	  function	  properly	  again.	  

Motion	  by	  Balvanz,	  seconded	  by	  Lehman	  to	  approve	  the	  consent	  agenda;	  which	  included	  the	  minutes	  of	  
May	  9,	  2016,	  bills	  for	  June	  2016	  and	  the	  Clerk’s	  Financial	  Reports.	  	  Ayes:	  All.	  	  Motion	  carried.	  	  	  

Mayor	  Geise	  opened	  the	  public	  hearing	  concerning	  the	  special	  permit	  for	  404	  1st	  Street	  at	  7:06pm.	  
George	  and	  Charlotte	  Stevens	  explained	  their	  request	  for	  proposed	  relief	  from	  an	  ordinance-‐established	  

front	  yard	  setback.	  	  They	  would	  like	  to	  replace	  the	  steps	  on	  their	  porch	  with	  a	  handicap	  ramp;	  to	  do	  that,	  the	  front	  
yard	  setback	  will	  need	  to	  be	  eighteen	  feet.	  	  No	  comments	  were	  received	  from	  the	  public.	  	  

Mayor	  Geise	  closed	  the	  public	  hearing	  at	  7:13pm.	  
Motion	  by	  Lehman,	  seconded	  by	  Balvanz	  to	  approve	  a	  special	  permit	  for	  404	  1st	  Street,	  Plainfield,	  allowing	  

an	  eighteen	  foot	  front	  yard	  setback,	  instead	  of	  the	  ordinance	  proposed	  front	  yard	  setback	  of	  twenty	  feet;	  and	  
approving	  the	  construction	  of	  a	  handicap	  ramp.	  	  Roll	  call	  vote-‐	  Ayes:	  Balvanz,	  Downing,	  Franzen	  and	  Lehman.	  	  
Nays:	  None.	  	  Absent:	  Schmall.	  	  Motion	  carried.	  

Mayor	  Geise	  opened	  the	  public	  hearing	  concerning	  the	  special	  permit	  for	  638	  West	  Street	  at	  7:15pm.	  
Maintenance	  Supervisor	  Luck	  explained	  the	  Buttjer’s	  request	  to	  address	  proposed	  relief	  from	  an	  ordinance-‐

established	  rear	  yard	  setback	  of	  ten	  feet	  and	  the	  placement	  of	  an	  accessory	  building	  on	  a	  non-‐conforming	  lot	  on	  the	  
property.	  	  No	  comments	  were	  received	  from	  the	  public.	  	  

Mayor	  Geise	  closed	  the	  public	  hearing	  at	  7:16pm.	  
Motion	  by	  Balvanz,	  seconded	  by	  Downing	  to	  approve	  a	  special	  permit	  for	  638	  West	  Street,	  Plainfield,	  

allowing	  a	  six	  foot	  rear	  yard	  setback,	  instead	  of	  the	  ordinance	  proposed	  setback	  of	  ten	  feet;	  and	  approving	  
placement	  of	  a	  12’	  x	  20’	  garage	  on	  a	  non-‐conforming	  lot.	  	  Roll	  call	  vote-‐	  Ayes:	  Balvanz,	  Downing,	  Franzen	  and	  
Lehman.	  	  Nays:	  None.	  	  Absent:	  Schmall.	  	  Motion	  carried.	  

Motion	  by	  Balvanz,	  seconded	  by	  Franzen	  to	  approve	  the	  building	  permit	  for	  317	  Main	  Street,	  as	  submitted,	  
to	  build	  a	  deck.	  	  Ayes:	  All.	  	  Motion	  carried.	  

Motion	  by	  Lehman,	  seconded	  by	  Downing	  to	  approve	  the	  building	  permit	  for	  636	  West	  Street,	  as	  submitted,	  
to	  pour	  a	  concrete	  driveway.	  	  Ayes:	  All.	  	  Motion	  carried.	  

Motion	  by	  Balvanz,	  seconded	  by	  Franzen	  to	  approve	  the	  building	  permit	  for	  637	  West	  Street,	  as	  submitted,	  
to	  pour	  a	  concrete	  driveway.	  	  Ayes:	  All.	  	  Motion	  carried.	  

Motion	  by	  Balvanz,	  seconded	  Downing	  to	  approve	  a	  building	  permit	  for	  509	  Center	  Street;	  to	  place	  a	  wire	  
corn	  crib	  to	  be	  used	  as	  a	  gazebo.	  	  The	  corn	  crib	  must	  be	  anchored	  to	  a	  poured	  concrete	  slab	  that	  is	  the	  same	  
diameter	  or	  larger	  than	  the	  crib.	  	  Ayes:	  All.	  	  Motion	  carried.	  

Motion	  by	  Franzen,	  seconded	  by	  Downing	  to	  approve	  an	  on-‐premise	  alcohol	  permit	  for	  The	  Oak	  Tree.	  	  
Ayes:	  All.	  	  Motion	  carried.	  

Motion	  by	  Downing,	  seconded	  by	  Lehman	  to	  approve	  an	  off-‐premise	  alcohol	  permit	  for	  the	  Plainfield	  Days	  
Committee.	  	  Ayes:	  All.	  	  Motion	  carried.	  

Discussion	  was	  held	  on	  Plainfield	  Days	  2016.	  	  Motion	  by	  Lehman,	  seconded	  by	  Downing	  to	  approve	  the	  11	  
members	  of	  the	  committee,	  along	  with	  a	  Fireworks	  Permit	  for	  the	  Plainfield	  Days	  Committee	  for	  the	  night	  of	  July	  9,	  
2016;	  and	  to	  approve	  closing	  2nd	  Street,	  from	  the	  corner	  of	  Main	  Street,	  east	  to	  the	  railroad	  tracks	  at	  10am	  on	  
Wednesday,	  July	  6;	  closing	  2nd	  Street,	  from	  the	  corner	  of	  Main	  Street,	  west	  to	  the	  alley	  at	  3pm	  and	  Main	  Street	  from	  
1st	  Street	  to	  3rd	  Street	  at	  3pm	  on	  Thursday,	  July	  7-‐	  Sunday,	  July	  10	  at	  12noon;	  and	  to	  pay	  all	  but	  $100	  of	  the	  cost	  of	  a	  
12	  cubic	  yard	  dumpster	  from	  Jendro	  Sanitation.	  	  Ayes:	  All.	  	  Motion	  carried.	  

	  



	  
Lester	  Peters	  and	  David	  Peters,	  Cemetery	  Board	  members,	  entered	  at	  7:35pm.	  
Discussion	  was	  held	  on	  compensating	  City	  Clerk	  Lentz	  after	  she	  obtains	  her	  Municipal	  Finance	  Officer	  and	  

Municipal	  Clerk	  certifications	  the	  end	  of	  July.	  	  Lentz	  will	  be	  attending	  the	  Small	  Cities	  Workshop	  in	  Nashua	  on	  June	  
21st.	  	  Sending	  out	  nuisance	  abatement	  letters	  was	  also	  discussed.	  

Lentz	  reported	  that	  a	  citizen	  would	  like	  to	  construct	  a	  carport	  with	  half-‐sides.	  Consensus	  of	  the	  Council	  was	  
that	  any	  structure	  that	  exceeds	  one	  hundred	  square	  feet	  needs	  to	  be	  on	  poured	  concrete	  per	  City	  Ordinances.	  

Council	  discussed	  the	  Cemetery	  Sign/Map	  Project	  with	  Lester	  Peters	  and	  David	  Peters.	  	  	  The	  Peters’	  will	  be	  
starting	  the	  walk-‐through	  in	  the	  next	  week	  and	  will	  report	  back	  at	  the	  July	  Council	  meeting.	  A	  deadline	  for	  the	  
walk-‐through	  was	  set	  for	  July	  31st.	  

Fire	  Chief	  Poppe	  reported	  on	  the	  saws	  that	  were	  stolen	  from	  the	  Fire	  Station.	  	  The	  department	  received	  a	  
grant	  from	  Bremer	  County	  Community	  Foundation	  to	  be	  used	  towards	  the	  purchase	  of	  a	  compressed	  air	  foam	  
system.	  

Lester	  Peters	  and	  David	  Peters,	  Cemetery	  Board	  members,	  entered	  at	  8:17pm.	  
Mayor	  Geise	  appointed	  Renee	  Neil	  and	  Opal	  Lynes	  to	  three	  year	  terms	  on	  the	  Library	  Board,	  ending	  June	  

30,	  2019;	  and	  Ann	  Swanson	  to	  finish	  out	  her	  previous	  term	  ending	  on	  June	  30,	  2018.	  
Mayor	  Geise	  reported	  that	  Hailey	  Schmitz	  will	  be	  re-‐doing	  the	  Skate	  Park	  Rules	  sign	  at	  Gallagher	  Park.	  
Mayor	  Geise	  brought	  up	  a	  request	  to	  place	  a	  porta-‐pot	  at	  Gallagher	  Park,	  due	  to	  the	  lack	  of	  restroom	  

facilities.	  	  Consensus	  of	  the	  Council	  was	  to	  have	  one	  delivered,	  for	  the	  remainder	  of	  the	  season,	  not	  to	  exceed	  $300.	  	  	  
Council	  discussed	  upcoming	  large	  water	  and	  sewer	  point	  repairs.	  
Motion	  by	  Lehman,	  seconded	  by	  Balvanz	  to	  accept	  the	  monthly	  department	  reports.	  	  Ayes:	  All.	  	  Motion	  

carried.	  	  
Motion	  by	  Balvanz,	  seconded	  by	  Downing	  to	  adopt	  Resolution	  No.	  05-‐16:	  A	  RESOLUTION	  OF	  THE	  CITY	  

COUNCIL	  OF	  THE	  CITY	  OF	  PLAINFIELD,	  IA,	  SETTING	  SALARIES	  FOR	  EMPLOYEES	  FOR	  FISCAL	  YEAR	  2016.	  	  Roll	  call	  
vote-‐	  Ayes:	  Balvanz,	  Downing,	  Franzen	  and	  Lehman.	  Nays:	  None.	  Absent:	  Schmall.	  	  Motion	  carried.	  

Motion	  by	  Balvanz,	  seconded	  Franzen	  to	  adjourn	  the	  meeting	  at	  8:55pm.	  	  Ayes:	  All.	  	  Motion	  carried.	  
	   	  

	  
	  
Tom	  Geise	  

Attest:	  	  Brittney	  Lentz	   	   	   	   	   	   	   Mayor	  	  
City	  Clerk	   	   	  

	  
Transcribed	  by	  the	  City	  Clerk	  subject	  to	  Council	  approval.  


