
CITY OF PLAINFIELD 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

January 11, 2016 
 
Invocation for the Plainfield City Council meeting was given by Mayor Tom Geise and Pledge of Allegiance was 

also led by Mayor Geise. 
 The Plainfield City Council met in regular monthly session January 11, 2016 in the Council Chambers of City 
Hall at 7:00pm with Mayor Tom Geise presiding and Council Members Jamie Downing, David Lehman and Joe Schmall 
present.  Council Members Clyde Balvanz and Blake Franzen were absent.  The following Department Heads were in 
attendance: City Clerk Brittney Lentz, Fire Chief Tom Poppe and Maintenance Supervisor Andy Luck; along with three 
visitors: Library Board President, Mike Jenison; and Teona Foster and Linda Rodamaker. 

Motion by Schmall, seconded by Lehman to approve the agenda.  Ayes: All.  Motion carried.  
Foster and Rodamaker spoke on their concerns about the snow pile adjacent to the property that Foster rents at 

623 1st Street.  Foster is considering purchasing the property and one of her primary concerns is a quick thaw in the Spring 
and the potential implications of run-off from the melting snow.  Council Members agreed to contact City Attorney 
Boveia to discuss Rodamaker and Fosters’ concerns.  City Clerk Lentz will get back to Foster with the City Attorney’s 
opinion and/or recommendations. Rodamaker and Foster exited at 7:18pm. 

Motion by Schmall, seconded by Lehman to approve the consent agenda; which included the minutes of 
December 8 & 15, 2015, bills for January 2016, and the Clerk’s Reports.  Ayes: All.  Motion carried.   

Mayor Geise appointed Council Members to the following departments/committees- Clyde Balvanz: Cemetery, 
Financial and Capital Projects; Jamie Downing: Streets, Alleys, Lights & Library, City Hall and Floodplain; Blake 
Franzen: Building Permits, Community Protection, Nuisance Abatement Officer, Bremer Co. Emergency Mgmt. 
Commission; David Lehman: Employee Relations, City Recreation and Capital Projects; Joe Schmall: Mayor Pro-Tem, 
Water, Sewer and Sanitation, Financial, Employee Relation and Economic Development; Tom Poppe: Bremer County E-
911 Board. 

Jenison spoke about the requested increase in the Library budget for FY17.  Jenison exited at 7:38pm. 
Fire Chief Poppe gave a brief update on the Fire Department.  Discussion was held on the Fire Department’s 

budget for FY17.  Poppe requested an additional $1000 in the clothing line for a new set of bunker gear.  Clay Wilken is a 
new member of the Department.  Poppe exited at 7:52pm.  

City Clerk Lentz gave an update on the new Data Tech. software and explained the results of the periodic exam 
that was performed by Hogan Hansen, P.C. Lentz also submitted a vacation request for March 14-17, 2016.  

Discussion was held on the Restricted Residence Map labeling. City Clerk Lentz will speak with Scott LaRue, 
Bremer County GIS, to see if he would be able to label and print a map to the Council’s specifications.  

Maintenance Supervisor Luck presented two bids for snow guard on the south shop, office and entry roofs and 
one bid for gutter and downspouts on the entry roof, all at City Hall.  Motion by Lehman, seconded by Schmall to accept 
the bid from Leo Deutsch Construction for $701.80 for snow guard; and to accept the bid from Bergmann Seamless 
Gutters and Carpentry for $160 for gutter and downspouts.  Ayes: All.  Motion carried.  

Maintenance Supervisor Luck received quotes from P&K Midwest, Inc. and Stokes Welding for a new Stihl 
KombiSystem with a KM130R motor and trimmer, blower and pole saw attachments for approximately $960.  Consensus 
of the Council was to add the total amount into the Park budget for FY17.   

Maintenance Supervisor Luck stated that MSA Professional Services representatives will be present at the 
February Council meeting to give an update for the newly elected officials and speak to the Council about budgeting for 
large water and sewer projects.  Consensus of the Council was to change the February Council meeting time to 6pm; to 
allow for a lengthy discussion on the topics. 

Motion by Schmall, seconded by Lehman to accept the monthly department reports.  Ayes: All.  Motion carried.  
Motion by Schmall, seconded Downing to adjourn the meeting at 8:46pm.  Ayes: All.  Motion carried. 

  
 
 
 
Tom Geise 

Attest:  Brittney Lentz       Mayor 
City Clerk/Treasurer                      

Transcribed by the City Clerk subject to Council approval.  


