
CITY OF PLAINFIELD 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

April 12, 2011 
 
Invocation for the Plainfield City Council meeting was given by Council Member/Pastor Shawn Geer and Pledge of 

Allegiance was led by Mayor Tom Geise. 
  The Plainfield City Council met in regular monthly session April 12, 2011 at the Plainfield Public Library at 7:00 p.m. 
with Mayor Tom Geise presiding and council members Clyde Balvanz, Doug Berger, Shawn Geer, Larry Poppe and Kathy 
Remley present.   
  The following department heads were in attendance: City Clerk Brittney Lentz, Fire Chief Tom Poppe, Librarian Debra 
Caudle and Maintenance Supervisor Steve Janssen. 
 Motion Geer, seconded by Remley to approve the agenda.  Ayes: Balvanz, Berger, Geer, Poppe and Remley.  Nays: 
None.  Motion Carried. 

Motion Poppe, seconded by Balvanz to approve the consent agenda; which included the minutes of March 8 & 16, 2011, 
bills for the month of April 2011 and the Clerk’s Reports.  Ayes: Balvanz, Berger, Geer, Poppe and Remley.  Nays: None.  Motion 
Carried. 

Mayor Geise proclaimed the week of May 16-25 as Poppy Week for the American Legion Auxiliary. 
Mayor Geise opened the bid for the sale of the 403 Center Street Property at 7:05 p.m. 
The only bid was from Leo and Serena Deutsch for $1,500. 
Motion Balvanz, seconded by Berger to accept the bid from Leo and Serena Deutsch for $1,500 with 10% down due now.  

Ayes: Balvanz, Berger, Geer, Poppe and Remley.  Nays: None.  Motion Carried. 
Motion Geer, seconded by Remley to set the public hearing on the sale of the real estate to the successful bidder at 

7:05pm on May 10th, 2011.  Ayes: Balvanz, Berger, Geer, Poppe and Remley.  Nays: None.  Motion Carried. 
Mayor Geise opened the bids for the sale of the 1951 Caterpillar 212 Road Grader. 
The Council received 2 bids; Randy Tatroe, $1,200 and Dan Wedemeier, $1,000.  Mr. Wedemeier was given the option to 

raise his bid.  Bidding then started at $1,250, ending with Randy Tatroe at $1,400. 
Motion Geer, seconded by Poppe to award the road grader to the highest bidder, Randy Tatroe, for $1,400.  Ayes: 

Balvanz, Berger, Geer, Poppe and Remley.  Nays: None.  Motion Carried. 
Mayor Geise brought up the purchase of a digital camera for the City Clerk’s Office.  City Clerk Lentz was directed to 

purchase a point and shoot digital camera for no more than $200. 
The City will be having a cemetery clean-up day at the Willow Lawn Cemetery on Saturday, April 30th at 8am. 
Fire Chief Poppe reported that John White has resigned from the Fire Department; Blake Franzen will be taking his place.  

Chief Poppe has also purchased a new set of gear as the others would not fit Mr. Franzen. 
Library Board President Lane Hartmann introduced the new Librarian, Debra Caudle, to the Mayor and City Council. 
Council Member Geer submitted the Bremer County Community Foundation grant for the new welcome sign. 
Mayor Geise read aloud the bids for a new 2011 city pick-up with a Western “VXT” blade.  The Council received three 

bids; Jerry Roling Motors- $18,836.95, Don’s Truck Sales- $18,495.00 and Shell Rock Ford, $17,950.00.  
Motion Balvanz, seconded by Berger to accept the bid from Shell Rock Ford for $17,950.00.  Ayes: Balvanz, Berger, 

Geer, Poppe and Remley.  Nays: None.  Motion Carried. 
Motion Poppe, Balvanz to approve the 2010 Water Quality Report for the City of Plainfield submitted by Maintenance 

Superintendent Steve Janssen.  Said report is posted in the City Clerk’s Office and the Library for public review.  Ayes: Balvanz, 
Berger, Geer, Poppe and Remley.  Nays: None.  Motion Carried. 

Motion Geer, seconded by Remley to accept the monthly department reports.  Ayes: Balvanz, Berger, Geer, Poppe and 
Remley.  Nays: None.  Motion Carried. 

Motion Poppe, Remley to approve a building permit for 417 2nd Street, to put up a fence.  Ayes: Balvanz, Berger, Geer, 
Poppe and Remley.  Nays: None.  Motion Carried. 

Mayor Geise reported that Council Members Berger and Geer, City Clerk Lentz, Maintenance Supervisor Janssen and 
himself all attended the last Hazard Mitigation Plan meeting at the Tripoli City Hall.  Bremer County will be approving the plan in 
May and the City will approve the plan at the June City Council meeting. 

Council discussed the retirement of Maintenance Supervisor Janssen in the summer of 2012, and training a replacement.  
Said position was advertised in the Waverly Newspapers and Council Members Berger and Balvanz will begin interviewing 
applicants on Saturday, April 16.  They will have a recommendation ready for the rest of the Council before May 1. 

Paige Malven of the Nashua Recreation Board was present to discuss the Nashua-Plainfield Recreation Board initiative to 
the Council. 

Motion Remley, seconded Geer to adjourn the meeting at 9:10pm.  Ayes: Balvanz, Berger, Geer, Poppe and Remley.  
Nays: None.  Absent: Geer.  Motion Carried. 

 
        Tom Geise 

Attest:  Brittney A. Lentz       Mayor  
City Clerk/ Treasurer                     
      Transcribed by the City Clerk subject to Council approval.  


